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In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 1/16/2007, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. Grounds set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 




Daniel P Stodola. 



DANIEL P. ST0D0LA 
SUPEIMSGRY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHJSOLOGY CENTER 3800 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The premature Appeal Brief filed 1/16/2007 necessitated the reopening of 
prosecution of the instant application. Although premature appeal brief was filed, the 
Examiner will address arguments filed 7/1 7/2006 by Applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US patent 4678453, Aucktor et al. 

In regards to claim 1, in Figure 1 below, Aucktor et al discloses a stroking ball- 
type constant velocity joint comprising: 

an inner joint member (4) having a longitudinal axis (10) centered with respect to 
the inner joint member an outer surface defining a plurality of radially outwardly facing 
substantially longitudinal grooves in combination with a plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves, the plurality of longitudinal grooves including at 
least one pair of substantially straight grooves extending substantially in parallel with the 
inner joint member longitudinal axis, the groove of each the pair of longitudinal grooves 
being located on opposite sides (side 1 and 2) of the inner joint member longitudinal 
axis, the plurality of helical grooves including at least one pair of right-hand twist 
grooves and at least one pair of left-hand twist grooves, the grooves of each the pair of 
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right-hand twist grooves being located on opposite sides of the inner joint member 
longitudinal axis, the grooves of each the pair of left-hand grooves being located on 
opposite sides of the inner joint member longitudinal axis; 

an outer joint member (1) having an inner surface disposed about the inner joint 
member outer surface, the outer joint member inner surface having a plurality of radially 
inwardly facing grooves defined in the inner surface; and 

a plurality of balls (6) disposed between the inner and outer joint members, the 
ball disposed in each the inner joint member radially outwardly facing groove and in a 
corresponding one of the outer joint member radially inwardly facing grooves, torque 
transmission between the inner and outer joint members being through the balls. 




In regards to claim 2, Aucktor et al discloses the outer joint member has a 
longitudinal axis centered with respect to the outer joint member and the plurality of 
radially inwardly facing grooves includes a plurality of inwardly facing substantially 
longitudinal grooves in combination with a plurality of radially inwardly facing 
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substantially helical grooves, the plurality of inwardly facing longitudinal grooves 
including at least one pair of substantially straight grooves extending substantially in 
parallel with the outer joint member longitudinal axis, the grooves of each the pair of 
radially inwardly facing longitudinal grooves being located on opposite sides of the outer 
joint member longitudinal axis, the plurality of radially inwardly facing helical grooves 
including at least one pair of right-hand twist grooves and at least one pair of left-hand 
twist grooves, the grooves of each the pair of radially inwardly facing right-hand twist 
grooves being located on opposite sides of the outer joint member longitudinal axis, the 
grooves of each the pair of the radially inwardly facing left-hand twist grooves being 
located on opposite sides of the outer joint member longitudinal axis; and 

wherein each the pair of radially outwardly facing longitudinal grooves is engaged 
with a the pair of radially inwardly facing longitudinal grooves through a pair of the balls. 

In regards to claim 4, Aucktor et al discloses each of the substantially helical 
grooves is located between two of the substantially longitudinal grooves. 

In regards to claim 5, Aucktor et al discloses the substantially helical grooves and 
the substantially longitudinal grooves being disposed in alternating relation along the 
outer surface of the inner joint member. 

In regards to claim 8, Aucktor et al discloses a first helical groove is located 
between second and third helical grooves, the second and the third helical grooves 
extending in opposite rotational direction relative to the first helical groove. 

In regards to claim 1 0, Aucktor et al discloses a stroking ball-type constant 
velocity joint comprising: 
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an inner joint member having a longitudinal axis centered with respect to the 
inner joint member and an outer surface defining a plurality of radially outwardly facing 
longitudinal grooves in combination with a plurality of radially outwardly facing 
substantially helical grooves, wherein each the helical groove curves in the same 
rotational direction as a corresponding helical groove disposed on an opposite side of 
the longitudinal axis does, the plurality of radially outwardly facing substantially helical 
grooves including a pair of. right-hand grooves and a pair of left-hand grooves; and 

a plurality of balls (6) individually disposed in and movable along the plurality of 
radially outwardly facing substantially helical grooves; and 

an outer joint member having an inner surface defining a plurality of radially 
inwardly facing substantially helical grooves wherein the plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves of the inner joint member cooperate with the plurality 
of radially inwardly facing substantially helical grooves of the outer joint member forming 
a plurality of passages guiding movement of the plurality of balls and wherein the 
plurality of balls transmit torque between the inner joint member and the outer joint 
member. 

In regards to claim 21, Aucktor et al discloses a cage (7) surrounding the inner 
joint and defining a plurality of windows wherein each of the plurality of balls individually 
is disposed in one of the plurality of windows, the plurality of windows including short 
windows adjacent the substantially longitudinal grooves and long windows adjacent the 
substantially helical grooves. 
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In regards to claim 22, Aucktor et al discloses a pair of radially outwardly facing 
right-hand twist grooves are engaged with a the pair of radially inwardly facing left-hand 
twist grooves a pair of the balls, and a the pair of radially outwardly facing left-hand twist 
grooves are engaged with a the pair of radially inwardly facing right-hand twist grooves 
through a pair of the balls. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by DE 3818730. 

In regards to claim 1, in Figure 4 below, DE 3818730 discloses a stroking ball- 
type constant velocity joint comprising: 

an inner joint member (2) having a longitudinal axis centered with respect to the 
inner joint member an outer surface defining a plurality of radially outwardly facing 
substantially longitudinal grooves in combination with a plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves (14), the plurality of longitudinal grooves including at 
least one pair of substantially straight grooves (6) extending substantially in parallel with 
the inner joint member longitudinal axis, the groove of each the pair of longitudinal 
grooves being located on opposite sides (sides A and B) of the inner joint member 
longitudinal axis, the plurality of helical grooves including at least one pair of right-hand 
twist grooves and at least one pair of left-hand twist grooves, the grooves of each the 
pair of right-hand twist grooves being located on opposite sides of the inner joint 
member longitudinal axis, the grooves of each the pair of left-hand grooves being 
located on opposite sides of the inner joint member longitudinal axis; 
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an outer joint member (1) having an inner surface disposed about the inner joint 
member outer surface, the outer joint member inner surface having a plurality of radially 
inwardly facing grooves defined in the inner surface; and 

a plurality of balls (3) disposed between the inner and outer joint members, the 
ball disposed in each the inner joint member radially outwardly facing groove and in a 
corresponding one of the outer joint member radially inwardly facing grooves, torque 
transmission between the inner and outer joint members being through the balls. 
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In regards to claim 2, DE 3818730 discloses the outer joint member has a 
longitudinal axis centered with respect to the outer joint member and the plurality of 
radially inwardly facing grooves includes a plurality of inwardly facing substantially 
longitudinal grooves in combination with a plurality of radially inwardly facing 
substantially helical grooves, the plurality of inwardly facing longitudinal grooves 
including at least one pair of substantially straight grooves extending substantially in 
parallel with the outer joint member longitudinal axis, the grooves of each the pair of 
radially inwardly facing longitudinal grooves being located on opposite sides of the outer 
joint member longitudinal axis, the plurality of radially inwardly facing helical grooves 
including at least one pair of right-hand twist grooves and at least one pair of left-hand 
twist grooves, the grooves of each the pair of radially inwardly facing right-hand twist 
grooves being located on opposite sides of the outer joint member longitudinal axis, the 
grooves of each the pair of the radially inwardly facing left-hand twist grooves being 
located on opposite sides of the outer joint member longitudinal axis; and 

wherein each the pair of radially outwardly facing longitudinal grooves is engaged 
with a the pair of radially inwardly facing longitudinal grooves through a pair of the balls. 

In regards to claim 4, DE 3818730 discloses each of the substantially helical 
grooves is located between two of the substantially longitudinal grooves. 

In regards to claim 5, DE 3818730 discloses the substantially helical grooves and 
the substantially longitudinal grooves are disposed in alternating relation along the outer 
surface of the inner joint member. 
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In regards to claim 8, DE 3818730 discloses a first helical groove extends 
between second and third helical grooves extending in opposite rotational relation to the 
first helical groove. 

In regards to claim 9, DE 3818730 discloses the plurality of radially outwardly 
facing grooves includes eight grooves. 

In regards to claim 10, DE 3818730 discloses a stroking ball-type constant 
velocity joint comprising: 

an inner joint member having a longitudinal axis centered with respect to the 
inner joint member and an outer surface defining a plurality of radially outwardly facing 
longitudinal grooves in combination with a plurality of radially outwardly facing 
substantially helical grooves, wherein each the helical groove curves in the same 
rotational direction as a corresponding helical groove disposed on an opposite side of 
the longitudinal axis does, the plurality of radially outwardly facing substantially helical 
grooves including a pair of right-hand grooves and a pair of left-hand grooves; and 

a plurality of balls individually disposed in and movable along the plurality of 
radially outwardly facing grooves; and 

an outer joint member having an inner surface defining a plurality of radially 
inwardly facing substantially helical grooves wherein the plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves of the inner joint member cooperate with the plurality 
of radially inwardly facing substantially helical grooves of the outer joint member forming 
a plurality of passages guiding movement of the plurality of balls and wherein the 
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plurality of balls transmit torque between the inner joint member and the outer joint 
member. 

In regards to claim 1 1 , DE 3818730 discloses the inner joint member includes a 
first end and a second end and the grooves of the plurality of radially outwardly facing 
grooves extend from the first end to the second end and include four substantially 
longitudinal grooves located along the outer surface at ninety degrees from one another 
and four substantially helical grooves individually located along the outer surface and 
between two of the four substantially longitudinal grooves and wherein each of the 
substantially helical grooves extends in an opposite rotational direction relative to the 
rotational direction in which the two helical grooves adjacent thereto extend. 

In regards to claim 12, DE 3818730 discloses a stroking ball-type constant 
velocity joint comprising: 

an inner joint member having a longitudinal axis centered with respect to the 
inner joint member and a first end and a second end and an outer surface defining a 
plurality of radially outwardly facing grooves extending from the first end to the second 
end including four substantially longitudinal grooves disposed along the outer surface 
ninety degrees from one another and four substantially helical grooves, each helical 
groove disposed along the outer surface between two of the four substantially 
longitudinal grooves, two of the helical grooves extending in a right-hand rotational 
direction and disposed on opposite sides of the longitudinal axis, two of the helical 
grooves extending in a left-hand rotational direction and disposed on opposite sides of 
the longitudinal axis; 
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a plurality of balls individually disposed in and movable along the plurality of 
radially outwardly facing grooves; 

a cage (7) surrounding the inner joint member and defining a plurality of windows 
wherein each of the plurality of balls individually pierces one of the plurality of windows, 
the plurality of windows including short windows adjacent the substantially longitudinal 
grooves and long windows adjacent the substantially helical grooves; and 

an outer joint member surrounding the cage and having a third end and a fourth 
end and an inner surface defining a plurality of radially inwardly facing grooves 
extending from the third end to the fourth end including four substantially longitudinal 
grooves disposed along the inner surface ninety degrees from one another and four 
substantially helical grooves individually disposed along the inner surface between two 
of the four substantially longitudinal grooves and wherein the plurality of outwardly 
facing grooves of the inner joint member cooperate with the plurality of inwardly facing 
grooves of the outer joint member forming a plurality of passages guiding movement of 
the plurality of balls. 

In regards to claim 13, DE 3818730 discloses the substantially helical grooves 
and the substantially longitudinal grooves are disposed in alternating relation along the 
outer surface of the inner joint member. 

In regards to claim 14, DE 3818730 discloses each of the helical grooves of the 
inner joint member and each of the helical grooves of the outer joint member extends in 
opposite relation to two adjacent helical grooves. 
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In regards to claim 15, DE 3818730 discloses at least one of the plurality of 
passages is defined by a first helical groove of the inner joint member and a second 
helical groove of the outer joint member, and wherein the first and second helical 
grooves extend in opposite rotational direction relative to one another. 

In regards to claim 16, DE 3818730 discloses the inner joint member is further 
defined as having four longitudinal grooves spaced substantially ninety degrees apart 
from one another about the centered longitudinal axis. 

In regards to claim 17, DE 3818730 discloses the plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves is further defined as including two right-hand helical 
grooves spaced substantially one hundred and eighty degrees apart from one another 
about the centered longitudinal axis. 

In regards to claim 18, DE 3818730 discloses the plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves is further defined as including two left-hand helical 
grooves spaced substantially one hundred and eighty degrees apart from one another 
about the centered longitudinal axis. 

In regards to claim 19, DE 3818730 discloses each of the two left-hand helical 
grooves is spaced substantially ninety degrees apart from each of the two right-hand 
grooves about the centered longitudinal axis. 

In regards to claim 20, DE 3818730 discloses the plurality of radially outwardly 
facing substantially helical grooves is further defined as including the same number of 
left-hand grooves and right-hand grooves. 
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In regards to claim 21, DE 3818730 discloses a cage (4) surrounding the inner . 
joint and defining a plurality of windows wherein each of the plurality of balls individually 
is disposed in one of the plurality of windows, the plurality of windows including short 
windows adjacent the substantially longitudinal grooves and long windows adjacent the 
substantially helical grooves. 

In regards to claim 22, DE 3818730 discloses a pair of radially outwardly facing 
right-hand twist grooves are engaged with a the pair of radially inwardly facing left-hand 
twist grooves a pair of the balls, and a the pair of radially outwardly facing left-hand twist 
grooves are engaged with a the pair of radially inwardly facing right-hand twist grooves 
through a pair of the balls. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/17/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Acktor et al fails to disclose the inner joint member with the 
grooves of each pair of right-hand grooves located on opposite sides of the inner joint 
member longitudinal axis. The Examiner disagrees. In Figure 3 above, Acktor et al 
illustrate the inner joint member with the grooves of each pair of right-hand grooves 
located on opposite sides of the inner joint member longitudinal axis. 

Applicant argues that Acktor et al fails to disclose each helical groove, inner joint 
of claim 10, curving in the same rotational direction as the corresponding inner joint 
member helical groove disposed on an opposite side of the longitudinal axis. The 
Examiner disagrees. In Figure 3, Acktor et al clearly illustrate all left-hand groove and 
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right-hand groove curving in their respective rotational direction on either side of the 
longitudinal axis. 

Applicant argues DE 3818730 fails to disclose the inner joint member with the 
grooves of each pair of right-hand grooves located on opposite sides of the inner joint 
member longitudinal axis. The Examiner disagrees. In Figure 4 above, DE 3818730 
illustrates the inner joint member with the grooves of each pair of right-hand grooves 
located on opposite sides of the inner joint member longitudinal axis. 

Applicant argues that DE 3818730 fails to disclose each helical groove, inner 
joint of claim 10, curving in the same rotational direction as the corresponding inner joint 
member helical groove disposed on an opposite side of the longitudinal axis. The 
Examiner disagrees. In Figure 4, DE 3818730 clearly illustrates all left-hand groove and 
right-hand groove curving in their respective rotational direction on either side of the 
longitudinal axis. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Aaron M Dunwoody 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 
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